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Man is a history-making creature who can neither repeat his past nor leave it behind; at every
moment he adds to and thereby modifies everything that had previously happened to him. Hence the
difficulty of finding a single image which can stand as an adequate symbol for man's kind of existence.
(DIf we think of his ever-open future, then the natural image is of a single pilgrim walking along an
unending road into hitherto unexplored country; if we think of his never-forgettable past, then the

natural image is of a great crowded city, built in every style of architecture, in which the dead are as

active citizens as the living. The only feature common to both images is that both are purposive; a road

goes in a certain direction, a city is built to endure and be a home. The animals, who live in the present,

have neither cities nor roads and do not miss them; (2)they are at home in the wilderness and at most, if

they are social, set up camps for a single generation. But man requires both; the image of a city with no

roads leading away from it suggests a prison, the image of a road that starts from nowhere in particular,

an animal trail.
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