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One of the most important ideas of modern man is his idea of the modern itself. ()Of course men have

always lived in “modern” times, but perhaps they have never been as much impressed by the fact. The

word “modern” has not always been a weighty word; @but for us it is, and behind it lies a particular idea

of history and of our relationship to it. We assume that we live in a world of ceaseless change, and that

our problems are persistently novel, and precedent and the past are almost no guides. And so to be

modern is not only to live now, but to live now in an unprecedented way. (®Men in the past also must

obviously have had a feeling of the distinction between the lives of their generation and previous ones.

Yet nowadays we surely feel the situation in a very different way, both because the speed of change has

enormously accelerated, and because we depend on it and, in a sense, make use of it.



