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Another change in this period was the protection of children from parental abuse and neglect,
which were subjected to intense scrutiny and challenged increasingly by government authorities.
In 1889, both France and Great Britain passed laws against cruelty to children, including that
caused by their parents.
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Another change in this period is the protection of children from abuse and neglect by their
parents. Parental neglect and abuse were subjected to intense scrutiny and challenged not only by
private philanthropies, but increasingly by government authorities. The state also increasingly
challenged parental authority and autonomy in child rearing. In 1889 both France and Great
Britain passed laws against child endangerment, including that caused by their parents (Alaimo
2002).
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Gavin Pretor-Pinney decided to take a break. It was the summer of 2003, and for the last 10
years, in addition to his graphic-design business in London, he and a friend had been running a
magazine called The Idler. This title suggests “literature for the lazy.” It argues against busyness
and careerism and for the value of aimlessness, of letting the imagination quietly run free.
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GAVIN PRETOR-PINNEY DECIDED to take a sabbatical. It was the summer of 2003, and
for the last 10 years, as a sideline to his graphic-design business in London, he and a friend had
been running a magazine called The Idler. The Idler was devoted to the “literature for loafers.” It
argued against busyness and careerism and for the ineffable value of aimlessness, of letting the
imagination quietly coast.

Hope Jahren, Tim Folger (2017), The Best American Science and Nature Writing 2017, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, p.271
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